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A survey of the t{attonst houelng situatlon conductod
1n Septenber lg45t at thi requeot of the, Natlonal Houslng
Agency, reveaLed that tror1d Sar II veter'ans rEre confronted
trlttr a dlfflcult housLng sltuatlon. In tlre nlne rcnths
folionfng, the rnrnber of veterans. grer llom 2r$0Or0O0 to
aLnost l2rOOOr0o0 and thls trerpndoue change ln so short
a tlme generated a porerf\r1 lmpact bn ttre houslng narket.
It rerrdered obsolete ttre concluslons of ttre earller surreJr
arul created the need for another natlonal survey rtrich
rofld reflect the current houslng status of the veteren.

To meet tlds need, the Nattonal Houglng Agancy re-
queated ttre Bureau of the Census to urdsrteke ln Jrrne 1946
a national Euryoy of veterarr houslng rhlch rould provlde
lnforratLon 1n the follor1ng broad categorlesr

(1) The present llvlng arrangsrents of
veterans

(Z) ttre qualtty of thelr pnesent housi,ng 
,

(3) ttretr needg and future plane
(a) Uor mrch veterans rho are seeldng

houslng are able to papr
(5) Ceneral charactertstlcs of neterang

The estlnate of tho number of f,orld Sar If veterang
In ttre lrntted Statea (excludlng veterans ln hotels ard
lnstltutlons) ras deter-nlned flon ttre data gecured f,rm
the Tfar and Navy Dcpartments on separatlons fron thc
arrpd sbtrrrlceg. The detalled flndlngs aro.based on a
natlonal sanple surrley of 25r0OO housdrolde cmductod ln
conJunctlon rlth ttre llonttr\y Report on the Isbor Fece
for'Jute L946. Becauae of gaurpllng rnarlattons the eatheteg
preaehted ln tlrla ieport nay dlffer aonohet f,ron the
regulta rhtctr rould have been obtatned fron a couplete
o€nsuEo Horener, the allorahce to be nade for aanpllng
varlatlon cen be calculated fon each ectlute (see Sectlon II)"
In eddltlon to aarnpll.ng varlablllty, the estlnBteg are
aubJect to erors of reeporueo Such errorB Eay be ecr-
peoted to affect t}te eampHng estlnater to sbout the aue
dsgree es tltoy rould effect the result of a conplete cenaugo

r
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(1) As of June L946, 2$ prcent of tie ruarried
vet6rens rero reported llvlng doubled-up erd 5 percent
toro llvlng ln iented rooms or trallerg. fhe doubled-
up hotrcetrolda cmststed of the 24 percent rtrlch con-
tstned a rerrled couple not lncludlng t}te head of tlte
'householdr ed the 1 percent rhlch contalned a narrled
roman rhose husband ras absent and rho ras not tilte
head of ttre housetrold"

(2) fe"" tlnn half (ca pencent) of the veterans
rrho rrere rnarrled at tlme of dlgchsrge fbon the sertitce
had eeparate hones to return to at that tLreo By Jwre
1946, an addltlonal 28 pencent of these veterans had
separate homes, ralslng t&e ftgure fron 44 percent to
? percento

(3)One-gfftr of the nonfar:n veterans were llvlng
ln drelllng unlts Ln need of naJor repalrs or laclclrg
plvate battr, a prlvate flush to1Let, or rrrnnlng rater;
one.-slcth of the fann neterans rere lXvLng ln urlts ln
need of naJor repaJ.rs; and seven percent of aLl neterans
rvero }Lrrlng fur roorls or trallerso

(4) OnIy 19 out of every 10O veterans rouLd be tn
the market for horslng &r{rg the year beelnnlng July
1145 lf houses of present qualLty and prLce are +'11 that
rene available (10 percent prospeotlve home oiners,
9 percent prospectlve rentera)o If lt rere poeslble
dtlrtn that 12 nqrttt perlod to get houses at the plce
ard quallty nhtch the veteran deslres, oore than one-
thtnt of then rould be tn the housl,ng narket (24 percent
pnoopectlve hme ornero, 1O percent proenectlve renters).

(!) Iaas than ttrree-tenttra of the pnoapectlve
rsrters reported that they can afforri $50 or &ore I monttro
f,onfa,rr veterans rreered rHght\y tilard hlghen rmtal.g
t,lran fara veteranso Ttre redlan, rental all prospocthe
rentera are able to pay ls $43.

The average veteran plannlng t,o rent ln&lcated
that he ls abl,e to pay about one-folrrth of hls lncore
for rsrt. 0f those rentlng arut'plannlng to none and
rent another rud.t, over one-tra1f are ahle to pay more
than ttrelr present rentaLso
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(6) Orrly tro.flfths of i;he wterans rltro rould ba
hmu crwrera at present narke{b levels reported that t&ey
can afford to pay more than $61000 for a house; about
one-fourttr are able to pay loss than $41OOOo the medlan
prtce whlch fospestlve brqye::s are able to pay for a
house rs $5r50o.

(?) fffty-two percent oJ: all veterans rvere narr!.ed,
rtrlle 48 percent were slngle, dlvorced or rldored; 79
percent rere employed and most of the 21 percent otlen
than-enployed rere recent separatees, 35 percent rere
dtscharged slnce Janrrary L, :t-946, 80 percent slnce
September t, L945i 89 percenl: wore planntng to stay ln
the area, I percent rere plarrnlng to mtgrate, and 5
percent were undeclded; tJle rodlan reekly lncomE raa $40.

0f the estlnated 6.1 nil.Ilon marrled veterans Ln
Jrrne 19451 2$ percent rvere lllvlng doubled-up rlth otfier
faniL1es, and an addttlonal ji percent were llvlng ln
rented rooms or traller canpso The dorbled.+rp horrseholdg
conslsted of tfie 24 percent uhLctr contalned a marrled
couple not tncludlng'the heart of the household, and the
I percent wtrlch contalned a rmrrled rvonun whose husband
rasabsent and who ras not tho hea.d of the housetrold"
Approximately the same percerrtage of nonfarm narried
veterans were Ilvlng under such cordltlons" In fam
dneIltng wrlts, howerer, 2) lctcerrt of ttre mamled veterans
rrene llrrLng dorbled-up, ntrile 2 percent rere llving Ln
rented rooms] or trallers.

&rplqpent status has a slgntflcant bearlng upon
the doubHng rate aJrong narrJ-ed veterans. The strrv€5r
shors t}at rtrereas 24 percenl; of the enployed veterans
rere llv1ng doubled-upt 33 pxrrcent of those r*ro were not
enplryed rere doubled-up rrith other familleso

The vetersnsr date of di-scharge Ls another factor
rhtch has dlrect bearlng on fiheir }lvtng arrangenents.
Slnc.e lt takes tfune to flnd satlsfactory qr.rarters, the
shorter the tlme slnce dlscharge, the greater ttre
}Lkellhood that the veteran lras livlng doubled-upc Thus,
36 percent of the narrted vetersng dlsctrarged durlng 1946
rere LlvLng doubled-up, rhiler 2I percent of those separated
pnlor to 1946 rere Ilvlng rrncler zuch arrangemntso



TIBIE I - LfVING fRRAll(E[mITS 0F l[ARBIm VEIERANi
IN TI{E I'}IIIED STAIES

flnts 1945

LlvLng
Arrangenents
of l{arrled
Veterans

TotaL

Slngle faldJ.y
household
Doubled-up
household /
Boomers or
traller
occrrpantc

Diacharge Date

De,cc
I

4r3?0r000
@fi)

r06

31r

lr73orooo
(28fi)

lootr

51

?t 36

U tor purposes of thls Erurvey, the doubledqrp housetrolds conslgt of,
the 24 percant rhlctr contaLned a marrled couple not lncludlng the
head of the housohold ard the 1 percent rhich contalned narrled
f,ouan rtroee husband rag absent a,nd rho ras not the head of ths
hora&old.

73

36

Ipoatlon Enployrent Status

Tota1
l{onfarm Farn Emplqred Other

Ittnr
D,ec" ]1,

L945

6110orooo
(1006)

LW

5

7o

25

514*rw
($efr)

100r

?o

25

5

650roo0
(utr)

LW

?9

69

2

5133orooo
(87fr)

100,

5

71

24

?Torooo
(r3fi)

LW

33

63

4

Chart A. Present Living Arrangements of Married Veteran-June, 1946

Roomers or Tr oil er OccuPonls

Doubled-up Household

to0

75

50

23

o

N ON-
FARM

Single Ftmily Household-: - - - -

U. S. FARM

-4-
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A large proportton of the naried veterans dld not
hane honee of thelr of,It. to wttLch they eould return -
either becauee thelr wlves had reltnquished tlrelr homes
and morred ln rlttt relatlves or frtends wttLLe the veterang
were tn the serrrlce or because the veterans were marrled
rtrlle ln the servlce and had never established honeso

Or the basls of hsvr the rrlves rere llvlng three
nonthe befone thelr husbands left the service, tt rould
appear that of +.he 9"2 mllLlon veterans vfio rrere namLed
prlor to discturge, about /4 percent had a drel]Lng unlt
for ttrelr o<clualve use j;/to return to at tlne of dlsctrarge,
er:d.. 56 percent lacked homes of thelr orn to ftlch to returnc

In June 1946, at the ttne of tJle surveyr 72 percent
of these veterans nho were narrled prLor to dlscharge nerd
}lvlng tn durelllng unlts whLch they owned or rented for
thelr excluslvti use, lndlcatlng a net lncrease of 28 percent,
rrtro had succeeded ln acqrllslng units since dlseharge. 0f
ttrose marrled slnce discharge, on\r 58 percent had secur"ed
homes for thelr exclusive use by June 1946"

Ilhether veterans namied before dlscharge rere ,nffi
llvtng ln farm or nonfarm dwelllng unlts appeared to have
had ltttLe lnfluence upon the proportlon rrho had houes to
rhlch to return. A sharp contrast, however, aclsted
betreen ttre houslng amangenents of veterans marrled be-
forE tnductlon, and those marrled rttrtle ln the eervLce.
0f the forrrner, 52 percent h6d a hone to return tol cor.
pared to only 26 percent of the lattern

1/ pnefffng unlt for exclr.uLve use contai"na no doubled-up
housetrolder s defined pevlous\ro

,
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TABIE II . CCIPIRXSOTI OT IJ\NNC ARRANGEIIEIIIs IIEIBNAI\S WIIE
IdaINIATNED DITRTNO SERtrIC,B, Al,tD Llrm{G Ann[NffiUE]tTS

OF I'ETENAII AND ffiTE IN JINE ],946

Llvtng Arangenents Veteran ?e

trllfe [iaintalned Durt-ng Serrrlce /

Total
lfamled

lflttr horec
lun"y om or
hent for ex-
blusl.ve uae

Other
Total

&rrled

Wlth honee
they onn or
rent for ex-
clusive use

ttWY!

IW

Loq.

t.potr

LW

2r23Orontr.
(ufl)

M

42

52

2,6

2r880rooo
$6)
56

5B

48

?4

3r6g0rooo
(nfi)

?2

?1

?7

61

5rllorooo
(rcor)

1006

ro0r

LW

loor

Othor

1r420r000
(28fi)

28

2g

total

I{onfa.m

Fart

}{arrLed
before
tnductlon

l{arrled
duz{.ng
serrrlce

o

23

39

}1/ aasea on rrifets Ilv{.ng arrangerpnts 90 days plor to reterqnfs dlscharge
?/ fUJs flgure exeLudes veterans namled l.egs than 90 days pnlor to dlscharge

and those for rhon informatlon 1g not knorno -

I

Among veterans ln farn areas apprclnate{y 18 percent
rere 1n dnelltng unlts, rhlch needed naJor repairs; on\y
2O percent of veterans had ults rfilch were not ln need
of naJor repaLre ailt had prlvate bath and, prlvate fltruh

a

Ltvlng Arrangercntc of Veteran
and f,lfe ln Jrrne 1946

Abort one.flfttr of tne nonfar.n veterans of llorld IIar ff
mrs llvlng ln drelllng unlts that rere ln need of uaJor
repaLrs or lacked prlvate battrl a pnivate flrrsh tollet,
or rurulng rater. Another ? percent of the nonfa:m
veterans rene }Lvlng ln rented roms or trallersr



total, Nonfarr

LLTB3OTOoO
(roo51

IM
7

B

3

6

10

85

6

r3Torooo
(BBr)

L0

7

7

3

Lw

86

73

i
5

1,r460r0@
(12fr)

rcor

4

I

9

4B

t-8

38

20

toile&" About 48 percent of far^n veterans rers
untts rhich were not 1n need of maJor repalrs but
rrrnning rater 1n the unlt. The aurvey also shored tha

TABIE III - QUATITT OF PRHMlt TNENO QI'AMEIT*S OT

,Qua1lty of
Llvtng Qrrarters

Total

Rented rooms or trallerg

Drelllng units needlng
naJor repalrs

Ilrelllng untts not needlng
DsJor fepalrs

Tllth prlvate f,Lush
totlet and pnlvate
batfi

Wtth pnlvate fluah
tollet, no prlvate
battr

lflth runnlng rater,
no pnfirate f,Llrsh
tol-Let

No nrturLne ratc ln
udt

-7-

Fam



REnted Rooms or Troilers - - - -

Dwellings Needing Moior RePoirs-

Dwellings Not Needing Molor Repoirs:

No Runnlng Woler

No Prlvote Flush Tollet - -
No Privote Both -

With Both ond Flush Toilet-

-8-

o 20 40 60 80 loo

Chart B. QualitY of Present Living Quarters of all Veterans-June' 1946

(r) Urnc Pregent Cqrdltlons

AIrcst tmo srd on€Fquar"tor nLlllon vc0€reru (19
pecent) reported thet they are p3rrunlng to nove arrl
rmt, br4y or b"rtld rlttr1n the nqt 12 uontiha evan lf
ttrey are able to obtaln housea only of peaent 1ntce,
slze and qralLtyo lnong theae vet€renr dro are ln
the actttp houlng uarket, sllghtly Drc then half
ar€ Fospectlve f,D€trBo

I
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TIBrE rv - EotFirilo PIANII or VEIERNII_AT ry srzB,
rRICB AITD QtnUTT OF HOIFINO

Houslng Plens Fem

TotaL

Benaln ln present qlrarterB

LM
67

L5

Other, unknovn & urdeclded

Of the veterans Ln ttre orrrent horrslng narket, J4
percent are ltvlng doubled-trp md 8 percent are, ltvlng
Ln roons on trEllarao Itre doubllng-up retc ls hlghest
among pnoapectlve raterso

TABIE V - PRBSEM LfvINo &&[!{(EWDTE} oF VBltsRl}ltt IN TI{E HOItsINO
rAnKE[ AT lEES4f,r SIZE, mrCE lr{D QUttIry 0F Horsrxt

Fcsent
I,lvlng
Amangemnta

TotaI

Stngle fanl\y
Hotrsehold

Doubled-up
Hougehold

Romera or
Traller
0oeupantr

11460rO@(w)

3?or@o
(1?r)

w,
6

an E:dstlng
House

5I
2

ts

P[ans

2,

9

Total ![onfart

11r83Or@O
(rod)

71

u
9
7
3

10

LM

lor37OroO0
(88r)

TL

1g

9
7
3

IO

Lag6

Total

tt9r-Irffiinlfir
a Drelllng

UnLt

llove & Brry
or Bul]d e
Nr Hotrss

2r200r@0
(roor)

Pg
,8

v

I

1r030rO00
(47fr)

tsor

53

40

7

8o0r@o
o6')
Lw

I

&,

3o

llovo
Rent Unlt
Brry or Bulld'ner Horrse
Bqr E:c1stlng Horse
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(b) ttouslng AValIabIc at Price ard Qpallty Veterans Dectnc

0n the other hand, tf lt rere posstble to provldc
houaes et the prlce, slze, and qualtty,rhlctr veteranc
dealne, there rould be about four nlIlton (34 percent)
rrtenang aottre$r 1n tJre hotufug mrketn 0f those In
the narlcct urder these condltlons, the sunr€lr lndlcates
ttrat 71 percent loutd Llke to brqr or bulld, rtrlle 29
pqroent;ould pnefer to rento The proportlon of
veterans In the narket for horelng Ls greet€r eong
narrled than uong clngle veteraner^erountlng to 50
pencent for ttrg fomer ard onJy JI percent for the
latter. Elglrtyt slg6 percstt of the veterans tn the
horrctng narket llve ln nonfalt dileUrrtg ut[ts, rhlch la
absut cquel to the poportlon of all vetenaru rho llve ln
the nonfarn &rdLllnge. The hourlng plans for vetorans
accordlng to locatlon and narltal statug unden these
cordltlons are es follorer

TABIE VI - HOIE}INC TUT6 OF VETER,.TJII ffXtI,UI}iIO AVATI.ABITETY
0r HorMt or DESInED suB, PBIgE Ar{D QUAIJIT

Houstng Planc

Total

Aoneln tn prescrt
quarterc

l{ove

Rent unlt
Brry or bulld

nelr house
Brnf exlstlng

house

Other, unkrcrn and
undeclded

rAru[

11460100O
(L2*)

]etr

4

ilarrl.ed
total

AIt Other

rlrS30rooo
(mor)

r@

IO

6

56

v
10

18

?o
w

t
)

L0 ooo

6

9

,
(

LW

3
I

56

a
1T

18

5rqiOrgoO
(44)

I

rcor

I

42

5o

a
27

92Or00O
42fi)

4 t
(

LW

Lo

?6

14

5

7

2

17

60

22

4

L5

\

NONMruI
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Of the wterans r*ro rould be ln the horslng narket
lf they corld secure houses at the pnLce ard quallty
that they deslre, 28 percent are llvlng doubled-uPr
rtr.lIe 8 percent are 11vJ.ng l-n rooms or trailers. Here
too the doubllng-up rate ls hlg[est anong pnospectlve
renterg.

TABIE rJI - FNESEIfT ITIrINO ANRA}IOEIENTS OF VEITSR,AI.ITI IN THE

HOIEINO UANTEf, ISS'ITMINO AVAII.ABITITT OT HOISES
0F DESTnED SIZE, FBrCE AlrD QtAtrlY

Presstlt
Llvlng
Anangomnts

TOtal

Stngle fedly
howdrolds

Doubled.+rp
households

Boonere or
ocoupants

Bent a
DtYeIllng
IInlt

Bry an
EadrtlrU

House

6g0rooo
(18r)

L@

20

73

?

(c) Stepa Takqr Iward Btvi.ne or Bulldlng

0f ths 24 percent of the veterang rho rcuId be ln
the narket to buy or bulld a house, about ttrree-flfttrs
had tel<en etepc tcrarrt attalnlng thelr goelo thlg gnoup
lc conpooed of one-tenth rtro have contracted to btly or
buald e houre, or herre taken an optlon to btry ons, oneE
tsrth r*ro have prchasod, a lot or tdtqr a,n optdon to
btry one; and tro-flfttra rho hew cav€d nonry or bondc
rpeclflcal\y for a horsOo About tf,o-flfthg of ths
rrstereng havs not talc€n arryr of, thE abovs rtepc torard
brrylng on bullding a houseo

Total Bqr or
Bulld a
llm,Ilouse

1.J30.000-(zfr)

5z

3B

10

'rlifi*
1006

7

58

2,

'ri3&fl
LoQ6

I

&

28

1006
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Honever, sJ.nce veterano are able to take advantage
of the G. fo Bt}l to assist thm l-n flnanclng hone
prrcitases, the fact that 41 percent of those-who lndicate
thery rould Ilke to buy or b'ulld have failed to save
mone1r or bonds for that pufpcse, does not neceesarlly
nrle thm out of being consideied actlne ln the housing
market"

IF HOUSING AVAILABLE AT

Elgggg! Size, Price ond Quolity ggglg Size, Pri'ce ond Quolity

REiIAIN Iil
P R ESEt{T

O UARTE RS

REMAIN IN

PRESENT

O UA RTE RS

BUY AN

EXISTING
HOUSE

OTH€R

r{ovE

RENT

HOVE A EUY A
.I{EW HOUSE

OTHER

t ovE

BUY AN

EXISTING

HOUSE

R ENT

tt|OVE A BUY A
NEW HOUS'E

Chart C. Housing Plans of all Veterans for l2 Months Beginning-June, 1946
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(a) Rentals lble to Pay

f,one tihan 1r10Or00O veterans, both marrl€d end slngle
rrould,, lf thay could get horaee at the prLce and queU.ty
that tbey dealre, move llom ttrolr present quarters ard rent
a &re11lng unlt rlthln the next 12 nonttrs. 0,ner sgven-
tcrtha of ttro reponted that the rental.s ttrry can effcd
fa1I belcr $50 per nont&, and althorgh moot'of thtc grqp
are able to pey t3O - S5O, tnere areaLooat tro-tatlro
(t6 percmt) rtro rqy t&ry carrot efford evsr S30 a nontho
lnotter tr;planthr can pay fro S5O to 16O, ard qrc..tcnt&
are eble to go hlgher ttra,n $60 per nontio

l{onfam vetenana are able to pay htgber rentc than
fam veterana. Elghty-four percent of the formr can
afford $30 or nore nonthly corupared to onl"v 65 pcrcerfi
of the lattcn. Coryarleon betreen narrted and other.
tfianraarrled vetcnang ahored ltttle dlfference ln rotals
tihey are able to pqro , \

TIBIE VTII - nEmlI'S VEIER,ANi IBE ABIE TO PIX Ffft 1IGD
PltltNrr{o T0 r[ovE A]D nmm tgsuumo f,vArltDrljtlt
0r HoIEffit 0F IEsInEp SIZE, rRrCB Al{D QUAIITY

Itrontily Rcnt,a}
AbIe to Fay

Ipaa tJran C30
130.@ - $49"99
lro.oo - $59,99
$60o00 or norg
Not rcponted
lbdlan

Nonfam Fam

?orooo
(6)
10o,

3,4
lE

3
o

(U) nelatLorutrlp of Rentc to Income

0n the av'eragc rruterans plannlng to rqrt are able
to pay about one-f,ourth of thelr lnconc for rcntp Lrcol
the usdLan reekly lncme 1r $4a conpared rlth e nedlan

Total All ![aried 0ther

rrl3orooo
(rcor)

LW

16
56
L7
10
1

(|43)

lr060roo0
(sqfi)

L@

L5
5t
17
10
I

TSorooo
(6%)

14
,6
18
LL,1

Loc,

280r000
(25fi)

1006

1?
62
10

9
2

Total
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rent able to pey of #3 ps nontho For rrurrted vbterana,
trhe correspondlng flgures are i4? ant S43, lndlcatil,ng
that they -are abl€ to pay an arnorut eLlghtly lcss than
ong-fotrttho Slng1e neteranc, by contrast, can afford
on ttro arr€rege a nonth\y rantal of $ I on a reek\r 1r
come of $35n

TABIE X[ - CflPARXSON 0F lfl0lfTHf,r nE$lTtIS IBIB 10 PIX
AI{D INCOIA FCR VETERAIIS PIAIIT{N(} TO }OM
AI{D REM ISST'UINC AVIII4BILf,TT OT HOIIMS

TT IIESINED IEIIETS

Uedlan Current
Incone

Total

l&r{tal Status

Itsrrr,od
Slngle &

Reeldence

Nonfarrir
Fara

wy

i47
s35

v5
$lz

U I;IJ nEdtanc of reterans r lncone appearlng ln ttrlc
report lnclrrde ln the conpntatlon ttroso veterans
rho heve no lncom.

(c) RentaL Plana of heaent Renters

Alnoet 44OrOO0 wterans *ro are nor rentlng a
&lellLng unlt ln thelr orn nane plan to none end rent
another unl.t rithln 12 months. Thls group conpnLcea
4O percent of aL[ v$teranc, bottr marrled and alngle,
rho are. plarurfiFto rent; tro-thlrds of thoee nof,
rentlng are able to pay less than $50 per month,
rtrlle one-ttrlrrl can palr owr t5o.

bdlan Uonttrly Bental
AbIe to Pay

s43

i43
*41

*43
135

I
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0f ttrose nho are nsr refitlng ard also plamlng )

to novs and rent, 55 percent ale able to pay rcre tlran
lneeent renta, 15 pr.rli*b can pay tihe aanl rent, aird
the rcnatnlng fil requtre lcrer rents. The nedlan rent
rtrlch veterans (ltro ncr rent) feel they 1111 be able
to pay le $a5 per nonttr, conpared rith a nedlan rent
of i38 pen ronth for thelr pesont qrrarterao

(a) Pregent xarltet

Ttrirty-elght percent of the 1r15OrO@ veterans
rtro plan to brly or bulld rlthln 12 nonths evan lf horrsee
onJ,y of pecart ptce, glze and qua-ltty aro r11 that aro
avellable lndlcate that they are able to pay $61000 and
over for a houso. lbout J2 percent of the veterans
gtate that they can pay $81000 and over. The rnedlan
pnlce hotrse for thls goup ls $5r5OO. fn rrlerr of tihe
fact ttrat ttre dlvldtng llne of eale unltg rurder ttre
f,fratt progrsrn tg t?r5OO, a J.arge nunber of veterans
are octreune\y optl-mlstlc as to thelr abtltty to buy or
butld a horrse tn the orrrgnt narket.

TABIE X - PBICts HOIFts VBIEN.AI{TI ANE IBIE TO BI'T OB
BTIIID TlR TH6E PIIT,ININO TO BUT OB BUtrI)
AT mESEM SUB, FRICB AND QUAT,ITT Or

HOIETINO

H-ce Housc FARId

Total

Icco than $4r@O
icrOOO -;5t999
l6rooo or morc
Xot rcportd

140r0oo
(Lzfi)

106

,3
26
14

7

NOrnAnuTotal All l[arrled 0ther

l5orooo
1006)

iw
25
33
38
4

$5r5oo

I ,
(

lrOIorooo
(88tr)

LW

2L
35
41
3

T9OrOoo
(6yt)

T@

22
33
43

2

220rooo
(L%)

Lo06

20
42
32

6

lledlan
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TfBIS If - PRICE H0lftB tttERAl{S &qE ABIB T0 BIII 0R BIIUD
Al mEilill suB, m,IcE arD Qu[tITr 0r HoIsINo,

-lftnernno 
rtTH THEIB INcoIG

fotal

Ierltel 9tatua

klce to Anmal
Incore

2"2L

2 ,,L6
2o7,

2.24
2"3L

Us,rrlcd
glnglc and ottrer

Resldence

tlonf,arn
Xa,rr,

(f) farafng lvalleble et H.oe and QualLty Vetorq4p llsglre

Of, the 218001000 veterans rho ere plannlng to buy
or hrlld horsea trlthtn the noct 12 nontha, prOrrlded.
thdy can obtain a house of ttre deglrod prlc6; quaU.ty
ard oJ.ue, nearly lr700r000 lndlcete +,hat thel are abls
to pry lesg than t6r0o0" Inclrrded ln thls group 8116

?O0r00O rtro'are abl,e to pay lcae ttun A4r00o for a
housec [he raainlng 111001000 aocostl,ng to'the sur/Er,
can etfond to pey t6r0oO or rror6o t{hlle nonfann
vetErana can affed pnlcea altghtly htgher ttran the
avurage for eXL veterarra, faru veterans faII far be1crl
rlth only 36 pcrcent of them able to pay $ar000
Of DOfQc

ueo:,an
Prlqe
Houce

uedl.an
fleekIy
Inco,ue

155oo

iStw
$5mo

S5600
$3600

sqt

t48
t3o

V9
$35

ftre ratio of prlce house to anntral lnsorc Ls about
zAL. It ls sllgtrtIy lcrer (2.16) for na,rrled veterans,
a.rrl cqrglderab\y hlg[rer (2"75) for slngle veteranso
The ratlo for nonfarm veterans dLffers llttLe llou that
for farn neterang"
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TABIE XII - FBICE HOIJSE VEIERAI\IS AnS ABIE T0 BUf 0R BUIID
ASSU{I}IG AVAILABIIUY OF HOIEES OT DESINED

SEE, ERICE AND QUAIJTY

klce House

ToteL

2.72
2.?5

FIR}I

27Or0OO

(106)

LM

58
23
13

6

Ipss ttrari $arOOO

s4r@O - $5rggg
$61000 or nc,re
Not reported

Uedlan

The strrrrey lndtcates that nonfern veterans earr psyr
on the average, $5rffi for a house, fitch la nuclr htgher
than ttre $3aOO farn veterans sre able to pay. Tlrls
dlfferEnao can be attrlbutod to the correspondlng
dlfforence tn lncone and to the practlce of self-help
ln butldlxg

The ratlo of prLce house deslred to annrral lncos
for marrled veterane ls sllgtrt)y analler than ttre .

retlo for all veterans; for other veterans lt le corp
siderab\y hlglrern In farnn a,reas the ratlo ts gomefitrat
belor ttrat for nonfarm veteransr

TIgIA XIII - PBICE ITOIFiE VETERATIS ANE IBIE TO BUI ON BIIIU)
asstuullrc DESTRED slrer ryrqE aND QuAI.rrr

coEffiEb-vnm fucorc

Retlo Uedlan
Price to Annual

Incw
TotaI 2"20

l&*rrled
Slngle and other

ResldsrcJs,

Nonfam
Faru

I{O}IIIARU

Total ALt lb.rrled Other

2r8@rooo
(1006)

LW

$5r1w

24
)5
38

3

2r5,grqf[-.-

06)
1od

2L
35
4L

3

rrg'orooo
(6yfi)

Loc6

2L
36
41

2

58orooo
(z].fi)

tw
2Ll
35
38

6

MedLan
Prlce
Ilouse

lbdlan
ffeekly
Incone

$55o0

$55<n
$5:oo

$5600
$32m

tag

$50
$3?

$49
$lo

llarttal Status

-

2,20
?"ol



$+ooo - $sggg

toooo or more

Not reported

Total

Iess than $30.00
$30.OO - !'49.99
$5o"oo - fi'g"gg
S60"00 or mor€
l{ot r"eported

-18-

PRTCE, SIZE AND QUALTTY

Pr e sent Desired

SBorooo
(?L%)

1006

{s,soo MEDTAN bqsoo

A}urost ooe-s€venth (14 gnrcent) of those planning
to buy or bulld are able to make monthly patrrments of
less than $J0, two-flfths (+O percant) can pry fron
SaO to $lO, a}uost three-tenths (28 percent) can pay frcn
$tO to $60, ana 15 percent qan afford rnore than $50 per
ffonth.

TABIE XIV - GRffiS lmlITHI,Y PAYMENIE \IEIERANS AnB l3tE rO HAIG fOR
THffi PLAIINIIIG T0 BUr 0R BIIIID, ASSnffNC DEsInm

SIZE, FBICE AI{D QUiLITY

Gross Monthly FARM

AlI
27Or0co
(rcr)
locE

39
25
2L

6
9

14
35
28
L8

5

Chart D. Sales Price of House which Prospective Home-owr€rs ccth Afford

24

35

38

3 v

N0lrfFAAI{

All !trarrLed Other

2, Boor o@
(r.mr)

].:oqd

L4
40
28
L5

3

Total

2rrSorm
oq)
1006

u
42
28
t6
3

Less thon f+ooo

,l

lr95OroOO
(5#")
100tr

10
43
2g
16

?
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The nedlan pailrment veterans are abLe to nake ls
$aB per uonthl conpared to, a nedlan lncore of $48 per
reek, lndlcatlng that on the average veterans plannlng
to bq' or bulld can nake nonth\y palnnents equaL to
onrfourth of thelr lncone,

A breakdmn by narltal status shws that for t

uarrLed. vetersns the medlan nontrh\r patrmot rrtrlctr they
feel they are able to pay 1ap6;6tle the nedian
rcelc\y lncme ls $50r rheneas for slngle vetenans,
Effigh the nedlsr nonth\y payaent ls agaln $48, the
uedLan reekly tnconeTi-6-frfy $3?. rn other rorxls,
ctngle ?6Edfns mostly rltitrout fanll;r r"esponalbtlittes
lndleate that they rllL be able to make pagrmenta
anourtlng to over lO perccrt of, thelr lncomes. To the
extent that, these slngIe veterans are contenplatlng
houslng ln the antlclpatlon of narrlage, therefore,
they nay rel1 be obllged subsequently to revlse doiln-
rard tlelr egtlnateg of rtrat ttrey rtLL be able fo payo

A sharp contrast exlgts betreen nonfarm and fam
veterang. lledlan lncome ard nonthly payrnents for
nqrfarm vsterans are about the sane as the natlonal
EV€reg€o Uedlan incme for fam veterans ts $lO per
reck and nedlan paymnt ls $34 per nontho The Lm
nonth\y paytctt flgure for the last group la obvlouely,
related to the lor lncme, and nay also be partlal3.y
cxpl"alned by the practd.ce of se1:f-he1p ln bdfdfurg
ln nrral Brosgo

Itredlan Seek\y
Incore

$48

t5o
*37

we
$lo

a

,

U{18n Uonthly
lalmente

$a8

$48
$48

$48
$34

IABIE f,V - CIBGS IOI{EEI;I PAY}iEMS VEIERA}S AnE
,\BIE 111 lfAffE COUPARED $IIH ItEEKf,r
INCOUE F8 VEIEA.AITTI PTAIIM}IG TO

BTIT CR BIIIID

lo/tal

llarltal Status

l0arrlod
Stngle and ottrer

Bealdmce

}{onfgm
Fann
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Uarttal Status

A maJorl.ty of. the Natlonst veterens are n4rrisd H
12 percent tn contrast to 48 percent rho 8re slng}e,
rldored and dlvorced veteranso

U" S. Nonfarr

llarrled
Slng1e, rlCored
and dlvorced

11r83Or@O

1006

10r3?OrO0O

1006

47

1eq6
79
2t

Fam

l1460rOOo

LW

55

535z

48

4,

(2) eploynent Statug

Alttrough most of the veterans uere enployed duri.ng
Jrure 1945, onefrie-flfth were ottrer-ttran-enployedr 1. 6.e
unoployed, students, or persons on vacatlon and not se€k-
lng rork.

All veterans tn U.. S.
tuployed
0ther.than-s6p]6ysfl

t

(3) oate of Dlsctrarge

On\y one-fifth of tfre veterans had been dJ.scharged
more ttran 10 months; aLmost half of the veterans rere out
'of the servlce from 6 to 1O monthsi ard about one-thlrd
rere dl-scharged rlt'trln the last slx monttrso

Date of Disctrarge

Total
h:l.or to Septo L, L945
Sept. L, 7.:945 - I)eco 3L, L945
After Dec" 3L, L945

Lfff;,E
46
35

a

a

a

(1)

In nonfarn drelllngs the ratto ls about the aamel
5l ta 4J, but 1n fa.rm drelllngs stlsr..than.memted
neterana outnumber the narried oneg by the nargln of
1O percent"

Itrarltal Status

All veterans

f

)
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(a) rccatton

A sLzable nurnber of veterans rtro were lnducted
from farms have moved to nonl'a:m dwe11-1ngs slnce dtsctrarger

Accordlng to the ITar Departurent surv€y ln June 1944
it ras ghorn that about 20 percent of ttre lrned forces
rere dram flm farmflo Hosreverr Blr of June L945, abort
12 percent of the veterans rere llvlng ln farq drellJ.rrg
unitg"

(5) Eeelqv lncoqq

The nedlan lncome for a1.1 veterans 1n June lg45 ras
$40 per weeko The nedian for married veterans, horevetr,
nas $48, ntrtle the average for all others ras onlry $3L.
The dlstrlbution accordlng to lncome ls shoiln belor.
Over trro-thLrrtg of the veterans had lncmes betneen
$20 and $60. thelve percent of the othen-ttran-marrled
vetorans reported at the tlne of ths snrvsy t&at they
had no tncome, ln contragt tc, only I percent for
narrled veterang.

Preaent
Ufeg]r]v Iqclrng

TotaL

llone
Iess than $20.00
$20.00 +a $39"99
$4o.cro to 65g.99
S60.00 to $79.99
$Bo.o0 to $99,99
$100.00 and over
llot reported
Medlan

all
LLrS3crr0oo

Laq;.

llarrled Other

6rloorooo

Lo6

3
3

28.
41

4
3
1

($48)

5t730ragf.

];2.
LT
4T
25

LM

)

7
7

36
34
LL

2
2
I

$40

17 3
I
l
I

($rr1

*

About 5 percent of all veterans are plannlng to J.eevc
ttre area tn rrhlch they are now.livtng rlthin the ne:ct
L2 rnonths, rhll,e 89 percent contemplate staying ln thelr
fesent locatlon. The renalnlng 5 percent are undecldod.

Iess than 0o5 percent
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fhe lnteurdd roigrants are divided alnoost eqrrally betmedn
namled and single virterans. Farm veterans shoyr a
gomerhat geater tendency than others to mlgrate rlttr
a rate of B percent, rvhile nonfarm is about the sarne

as the national &v€ra$€o

Itrlgratlon Intentiono lllamled Other

Tota1

Planring to rernal"n ln area
Plannfng to leave area
UndecLded

Morried

Other

S ingle, Widowed
ond Divorced

Re mo in

11r83OrObO

1@.
6rloorooo

52fi

5 r73a rooA
48f"

42
3
3

47
2

3

89
5
6

Leove Areo

Un decid ed

Chart E. Characteristics of all Veterans in U. S.

ALt

)

E mp loye d
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'The findings presented in this report are based on
a national sample survey conducted in conJrmction with
the Monthly Report on the Labor Forre for Jr:ne 1946.
The sample compri-ses 2lr0@ households in 68 areas.,
each area consisting of one or more counties. The sample
areas are located in {2 qtates and the District of
Columbia,

An exanrination of the results shows that, this survey,
like practically aII others based upon a field canvass of
a cross-section of the population did no.t cbver & propor-
tionate share of the most nobile parts o! the popuJ-ation,
e.g. veterans who were traveling about preparatory to
taklng a Job and establishing a regidence. In addition,
some persons who were actually veterans were not identified
as such, because of inaccurate or,inadequate information
furnished by the respondents. The charact'eristics of
these groups nay not be the same as of the enuneratbd
veterans, but 1n the absenoe of infonnation concerning
these characteristiqs no adJustment has been made in the
results of the survey because of thls factor.

The results of the survey have been inflated directly
to an independent estirate of the total number of veterans
of World War II. The independent estimate of 1118101000
is based on lnfor:nation regarding- separations from the
War and Naqp Departments. The figures have been adJusted
to include officers on terminal leave and to exclude the
estl'nqted nrrmber of veterans wtro have reenlisted, who have
died, or who are.ln lnstltutlons or hotels or outside the
contlnental ltnlts of the United States.

The estj-metes presented in thls report may differ
somewhat from the results wttich would have been obtained
from a corplete census hecause of sampling variability.
However, the allowance to be made for sampling variation
can be calculated for each esti-mate, For example, the
chances are troo in three that the 87 p6rcent presented ln
Tab1e I as the estlmate of the proportion of married
veterang who are eroployed for the United Stetes as a
whoIe, does not differ by more than 3 percentage polnts
from the figure whlch ilou1d have beed obtalned from a conrplete
censue. Slml1ar1y, the chances are two in three th&the
25 per'cent preeented ln Table I ag the estimate of the pro-
portlon of all marrled vet€rans in the United States wtto
Lre living ln doubled-trp householdg does not differ by more
than 2 percentege polnts from the correspondtng figure
from a conplete c€neuBr



The samplinf variability of any percentage depends
on both the numerical value of the pepcentage and the
size of the base on utrich the pdrcentage is deternined.

Table VI shows that the prrportion of veterens expecta+g
to buy or btrild a new house is 18 percent for those living
tn nonfarm dwelling unlts and 15 percent for those in
farm dwellings. Although these percentages ere approri-
mate\r of the sarrle magnitude, they are subJect to dlfferent
variability because of the difference in the size of their
bases. The chances are two in three that the 18 percent
for veterans i-n nonfarm dwelllng unlts differs by not more
than 2 percentage points fiom the figure rfiich riould have
been obtained in a conplete census, whi-le the corresponding
measure of sanpling varlabllity of the Il percent'for
veterans in fann dwelling r:nits le { peroentage points.

In addition to sarupling variability, the estimates
are subJect to errors of response. Such errors may be
expected to affect the sample estimates to about the same
degree as they would affect the regult of a cornplete Oensus.

-21+-
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I - GET{ERAL CHARACTERTSTICS OF ALL hDRLD WAR II VETERANS

Esti-mated total nunber
of veterans (tn ttrousands)

Percent: Total

Lived in same county prior
to induction
Lived outside same county
prior to induction

Emplo:nnent
Total

tuployed
Other than employed

Single
and

Other

l+, 9oo
t+714

Loo/,

v
v

toc6
64
)6

$33

Incme
ffie (uearan) weekry income fo
all veterans

y Not Arailable

UNI

Total Total Married

\ru ftultAL

a

trrr8oo
LOOfi

t@fi
79
2L

$t*O

too76

8lt

I6

5r100
527[

LOOfr

LOO/
87
L3

$lrs

!
v

5,?oo
l*8/"

LOoi(

L}e/fr
66
3l$

$lr

v
!

r0r400
r00tr

Loo7,

e5

t5

$42

100tr
78
22

tool[
87
t<

$49

500
fi*

tooi6

v
v

5t

Single
and

Other

su&rmT

Residence Prior to Induction
Total
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APPtsIDIX TABI,E II - PRESENT LIVING ARRAI\IGEUMII5 AI{D CONDITION, PTTIMBING

. rAcrLrEES' 
HT8#?^ffiI ?il'ffil*G 

t'Nrrs' F,R

URBA}'I AI{D NURAL+IOMAB.I

Present tiving Arrsrgements
Total

Living in rented rooms,
trailers, or touri-st cabins
Living in ordinary dwelling
units

Doubled-up V
Not doubled-up

SUBJECT

Estinated total number
of veterans (in thousands)

Percent: Total

and litles

dwelling r:nits
In good condition or in need of
pinor repairs

Havlng all standard plrrnbing
' facilitles !

Lacking one or more stardard
plunbing facillties

In need of major repairs or
unfit for use

Having all standard plunling
facilities
Lacking one or more. standard
plunbing facilities'

Loo,'

9

4r9@
t+fr

91
L2
79

9L%

v
2/

v
2/

2/

2/

9L%
2
3

86

I

Tenure and Bent
All- veterans living in ordinary
dwelling units

Owned by veteran
Rented by veteran
Other

See te paSe
Standard facilities included rrrnning water in the unit, private flush

UNII@ STAIES

TotaL ed ard
Other Total

11r8oo
LOM

e3%

85

66

I9

I
2

6

937i,
t3
29
51

LOM

7

93
i9
7l+

,r@
54

LW

5

95
25
70

%%

2/

v
2/'v
v
v

95/
2t
49
25

tw
9

91
11
80

glfl

2/

2/

2/

2/

2/

v

700
4&

5t

9t7(
3
3

85

r0r40o
100tr

e3fi

86

73

L3

7

2

5

e3%

L3

3L
l+9

Loc.f

7

93
I9
?t+

5 $ao
53,

r00,

5

95
25
70

?51t

v
v
v
v
v
v

e5%
20
5t
24

v
tollet in the structure, and private jnstalled bathtub or shower in ttre stnrcturq.
Not Available.
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APPENDIX TABIE III - MIGRATION I],lItsNtIONS FOR AI.I" I,I0BLD 1TAR II \TETERANS AND
HOUSING PIA}IS IF HOUSING AVAII.ABIA AT THE PRICE AND
QUAIITI \JETERANS DBsINts

SUBJECT

Estimeted tot,al nu.nber of
veterans (in ttrousands)

Percent: Total

Misration Intentlons
lotal

PIan to stay ln area
PIan to leave area
Undeclded

Remaln in pr"esent quartere
l[ove and rent e drelHng ul
Move and buy or bulld a h
Move lnto rented room or

double-up

and
Other

l+t 900
t+7fi

LW
89

5
5

100tr
76

5
9

r.0

UNITED STAIES

tt"
Total rr.i.ed

Slngle
and

Other Total Llarried

Sing

Lrr800

56
IO
2A
10

89
5
6

6rrco
,4 ,1700

t+#

r0or
75

5
9

1I

Loqf
88

6
6

10r400
Loq6

1006
,6
II
u

9

LW
90

l+

6

51500 |

53% I

rootr
90
h
6

Lootr
l+2

14
36
I

.r0otr
89

l+

7

L}QE
l+3

Ll+

36
7

t

Houslnc Plans of aII Veterana
Total
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APPENDIX TABLE IV - CHARACTEEISTICS 0F WOH.D WAB IMTERANS WHO PLAl,l 10
RENT CR B'T OR BT'ITD IF HOUSING AVAILABI,E AT PRTCE

AI\D QUALIIY IIETtsRAIIIS DESIRE

CHARACTERISTTC

Egti.nated total number of veterans (in thousands)
Percent: Total'

PJan to move and rent a dwelling unit
Plen to move and buy or buiid a house

Veterans Planning to Rent
Average (median) gross nonthly rental
veterans able to pay

One-fourth of the veterans able to
pay less than
One-fourth of the veterans able to
pay more than

Average (nedian) weekly income for
veterans planning to rent
Average size unit veterans plan
to rent

Veterans Plannine to Buv or Build
fe

to pay.
One-fourth of the veterans able to
pay less than
One-fourth of the veterans able to
pay more than

Average (nedian) gross nonthly palments
veterans able to nake

0ne-fourth of the rrcterans able to nrake
paSments less ttran
0ne-fourth of the veterans abl-e to nake
pa;ments uore than

Anerage (median) weekly j-ncome for veterans
plannlng to buy or build
Average (nedian) size house veterans plan
'to h\y or bruild

IJRBAI'I At'lD

RURAL NOT{.FAfiII,T

10r400
LW

$43

$34

$sz

$45

4 or 5 roorng

11
2J+

$r6oo

$tloo

$5800

$4e

*37

$57

$4e

5 rooms

T'I{IlED STATES

$l#l*

'{or5rooms

$5500

$+ooo

$6800

$aa

$ro

#57

$46

5 rooms

11,

10
24

$t+3

$34

$rr

800
Loaf,

a

t

I

(
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APTENDIT TABIE V - HOUSINC PLANS OF I'fORtD i,'AR II I/ETERANS IT HOUSING AVAILIIBTE
AT PRICE AND QUATITY VETERANS DESINE COTIPANED UIITH PLANS IT'
HOUSING AVAILABI.E ONLY,AT PRESENI PRIGts AND QUATITY

PLINS IT HOUSIIIC AVAII/IBIE
AT PN,ICIE II{D QUADITI
VETERANS DESINE

IilITD $TAIEI

Ranaln ln prcsent qtrarters
llove and reat a ftelllng urdt
Uove and btry or bulld a house
Ottrer /

UABAI{ AND BTzuI-NO}IIIAFI{

PTANS IF HOUSIIffi AVAILJIBIE ONIT AT

Total r

tofi

?/
U
10

Lofr

2/
U
9

I

Reoaln ln prcsent quarters
ldove and rent a dwelling tutit
Uove end buy or bulld a house
Other /

y Other plens lncluded move lnto a rented roon or double-up, Ieave the locality,
' and undeolded.-

2/ Lesg than 0.! percent.

I

Rema{n ln
pnesent

luartere

llove & rent
6 dasrllng

trnlt

llove & bqy
or bulld a

house

56
10
?A
10

56
11
2l+

9

Loc.r,

r0otr

7Lfi

56
3

,1

7L%

56
3

:

%

7

i
%

7

?

1otr

!
IO

Lq

?/
10

I

a
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